CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

and ecclesiastical organisation, regarded
the Christian church as a state within a
state and permitted it to preserve its own
juridical and at first its own governmental
rights. Application was made to the
bishops when anything was required from
the community and the churches were used
as taxation offices. This was all in the
interests of the clergy who thus found their
traditional claims realised. These relations
were naturally modified in the course of
centuries ; the crusades, the Turkish wars
and the great expansion of Europe widened
the breach between Christianity and Islam,
while as the East was gradually brought
under ecclesiastical influence, the contrast
grew deeper: the theory, however, that the
Muhammedan conquerors and their suc-
cessors were inspired by a fanatical hatred
of Christianity is a fiction invented by
Christians.

We   have  now  to   examine   this   early
development of Islam in somewhat greater
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